PREFACE,                                       Til
Carrying out the principle of leaving nothing unsaid upon which
it may be important to any single section to "be informed, minute
details are furnished respecting the cantonments, barracks, and hos-
pitals at the seyeral military stations. It must always be of conse*-
quence to officers, appointed to particular stations, to know some-
thing of the place where they are to pass a portion of their service,
In the preparation of this work the Compilers have enjoyed the
advantage of access to the Records of the Honourable East India
Company; and although the scantiness of statistical information at
the East India House has not enabled them to gather many new
facts of interest, they are not insensible to the liberality and cour-
tesy through which they have been enabled by comparison with official
data, to verify their own accumulations. They would be ungrateful
did they not add their great obligations to the Right Hon. Lord
Elphinstone, who most liberally placed important Government docu-
ments at their disposal, during his administration, of the Government
of Madras, and to several gentlemen in the civil and military ser-
vices ; to Mr. W, H. Bayley, to whom they are deeply indebted
for a general superintendence of the compilation of the work, and
for correcting several discrepancies j to Mr* Walter Elliot, Sir H.
Montgomery, Mr, J, D. Bourdillon, Colonel Arthur Cotton, Major
Frederick Cotton, Colonel Balfour, Mr. G. E. Thomson, the Rever-
end Misssinaries, and others, who have aided them with their ad*
vice and contributions,
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